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ABSTRACT

Many children were brought to school under compulsory elemeetdugation. Basic Education was the declared policy
of the Government regarding elementary education. O.P. RamaReddiar's Government had set up committees to re-
organise the secondary education on the basis of acceptance ottasation for elementary schools. Regional language
is the first language and English as the Second languagecon8ary Schools. The teaching of English in Standards | to V
of secondary schools was abolished. In order to remove dtiteamong the adults, the Government started in 1948-1949
a scheme of Adult Education. The Government invited authors semireontinuation of reading books in Tamil and
Telugu for the use of new literates. Compulsory elemgrtdncation and the policy of Basic Education in the elementary
education were great success. More children were esdalhder compulsory education. Basic Education could help the

progress of agriculture, industry and trade.

The Government took up the reorganasiation of Education in eghtest. In the post-war development scheme,
the Government made provision for the introduction of compulstesnentary education in the province, upto Vth
Standard. To start with, the scheme was introduced in seledilages, but it was later extended to some more villages
More children were brought to school under compulsory elemesetdngation. The scheme aimed at the reorganization
and extension of education to suit the national ideas and neede# India. The Government had been trying to spread

compulsory elementary education in the various areas gfrihénce in a progressive manner.

The reorganization of education was taken up as anming®blem. A well planned questionnaire was issued for
eliciting public opinion on the reforms to be initiated inneéntary as well as in secondary education. After ascenigini
public opinion, O.P. Ramasamy Reddiar Government had axtepe scheme of basic education and compulsion for 5

years as a practical measure.

A provincial Advisory Board of Education and a Provincial Bdsducation Board were constituted to Advise

Government on general matter of education pertaining to theirephe
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INTRODUCTION

Basic Education

Basic Education was the declared policy of the Governmentdiagaclementary education. Education in basic schools
was given not only through craft but also through various other &sidonsistent with the surroundings of the schools.
The Government was planning to convert all the trainiclgpsls into basic training schools. Ten teachers of trginin
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schools were sent to Wardha for training in the Basic &ilut Later arrangements were made to retrain tifé ot
training schools in the province itself. O.P. Ramasaragdiar said in his address at the convocation held tobdite

certificates to the first batch of 20 women Basic Eduaafieachers in Gandhigram.

I am convinced that the only way of promoting permanent ngetste work among our people is by taking up
basic education. All the great movements of constructivek wiarted by Mahatma Gandhi are comprehended by and in
the revolutionary scheme of Basic Education. BasiccBtlon was the last and the greatest gift of Mahatma Gaodhe
nation and O.P. Ramasamy Reddiar solicited the cooperattiall in bringing the effect of this last messagehe great

leader.

A basic teacher inherited the whole of the constructregmamme of Gandhiji. According to O.P. Ramasamy
Reddiar, the existing system of education produced ojdip Aunting class of persons. If this situation was to chatig
education given must be of a kind that would help the pssgoé agriculture, trade and industry. Hence, he stremsed

Basic Education.
Secondary Education

Reorganisation of secondary education had been engaging, theahthdseducationalists of the Province for more than
two decades. But, nothing much had been done till the tim@.Bf Ramasamy Reddiar Government. O.P. Ramasamy
Reddiar's Government had set up committees to re-organismdagy education on the basis of acceptance of basic
education for elementary schools. The reorganisation ofa¢idncwas aimed to suit the national ideas and need$reéa
India. The Provincial Advisory Board of Education discussedjthestion of reorganisation of secondary education based
on the proposals submitted by the Secondary Education Boarctelptad the recommendations with certain changes.

Under Bifurcation of Courses, the post-1ll Form courses wisidet! as shown in the Appendix-I111.

During the past several years before, O.P. Ramasamy Reddiministration educational leaders were decidedly
against the use of a foreign medium in our schools agddua change to the mother tongue chiefly on educational
grounds. Inspecting Officers and the Public Service Commissire of the view that the pupils could make no rapid
progress in the knowledge subjects since their attentisnder@ted more to the language aspect. The foreign mddidm
also been found to be a wasteful process. The changingioarehd the needs of the time called for a definitécgdh
the interest of the largest number receiving educatigrublic institutions. In view of all, the Government decidechiake

the medium of regional language obligatory.

In order to implement the policy of making regional languagthea medium of instruction in secondary schools,
the Government ordered that the regional language should deledgas the first language and English as the Second
language in Secondary Schools. The teaching of English in Standard<f secondary schools was abolished. The study
of English began only in Form | of Secondary schools. In secondapols and in Standards VI, VII, VIII of Higher
Elementary Schools the regional language was made theummedi instruction. The O.P. Ramasamy Reddiar's
Government approved the adoption of Tamil as the medium of itisttuor the 1l Group subjects in the Intermediate
Course in the Government Arts College, Coimbatore and the dipahiCollege, Salem. The Government appointed a
committee to evolve equivalents in the various South Indéarguages for the scientific and technical terms, useklein t
college Courses and was looking forward to the timemihstruction in Colleges also, in all subjects would be thrag

medium of regional language.
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Adult Education

In order to remove illiteracy among the adults, the Govermirstarted in 1948-1949 a scheme of Adult Education. With
adult sufferage as the basis of the constitution, it was s&get take up seriously the education of the masses. aédre
been no planned activity or considered scheme of Adult Education jprdtiece till the time of O.P. Ramasamy Reddiar.
Ever since the ministry assumed office, it had been bmieedr major tasks to devise ways and means for liquidatie
widespread illiteracy in the province and also for impigwthe knowledge previously by adults through educatiorregnt
libraries, cinemas and other media of visual education Gdwernment'’s efforts in this direction had crystallised dogy t

had prepared a scheme for adult education.

The Government conceived the Adult Education in three parts.t Adatacy Schools Institutions for Adult
Education and The organisation of a Library system. Thie fieatures of the scheme are Adult Literacy Schemes fo
liquidating illiteracy among Adults Training of staférf adult literacy work Rural Colleges for giving higher edicsal
training for persons who had some school education alreatyirfy Camp for social service workers Training Camps fo

citizenship and youth workers and Visual Instruction.

As part of the literacy campaign, the Government @viduthors to present continuation of reading books in
Tamil and Telugu for the use of new literates. The lbéghe series of 10 books in each language were printed and
supplied at cheap cost to adult literacy centres as Gt publication. The theme of the books was such ashigbky
appealing to adults and the language at once simple amdatic.

Apart from starting of Adult Literacy Schools, they healeo taken up the task of training workers for adult
literacy work. Teachers and others were given instruafditeracy work in camps, lasting for six weeks. Inwief the
great importance of adult education for women the Omanduar®r@ment had created a Department of Women'’s
Welfare.

The film and the radio was also utilised for adult etdooapurposes. As regards visual education sanction had
been accorded by the Government for the purchase of projecfims for the districts.

The Government developed a well knit library organisatthroughout the province as one of the main
instruments of the adult education. The Madras Publicatiés Act was passed, providing for the establishment ofcpubl
libraries in the province and the organisation of a compste urban and Rural library service. A provincial Lilgrar
Committee was constituted by the Government for the purposavifing them on such matters relating to librariesalo
Library Authorities were constituted, one for the cityM&dras and one for each of the Districts. Director dblieu
Libraries was appointed to superintend the libraries and theugalLocal Library Authorities and to report to the

Government annually about the working.

A Five day Conference was held in March 19149 at Madindgr the joint auspices of the Christian Council and
the South Indian Adult Education Association. O.P. Ramasardgi&egave theses bodies a very generous support and
full cooperation. Delegates and Visitors discussed with IDXUBACH, F.C., Special Councellor, World Literacy

Committee, New York how quickly and efficiently the peopi¢his land could be made literate.
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Indian Medicine

0O.P.Ramasamy Reddiar started a college of Indian Medigithe50 students, by raising the status of the schobidi&in
Medicine. The school of Indian Medicine continued to bealoamgside with the college i.e., the L.I.M. Course was also
run in addition to the College course. He sanctioned Rs. 50,60the construction of temporary buildings for the
college of Indian Medicine and another Rs. 50,000/- fopiarary buildings for the Hospital of Indian Medicine.

By the measures taken by him, there was much advantémtie field of education. Compulsory elementary
education and the policy of Basic Education in the elemgm®@ducation had great success. More children were edroll
under compulsory education. Basic Education could help the geogfegriculture, industry and trade. The reorganisation
of secondary education resulted in the Bifurcation of cowarsdsalso provided the rightful place for the regional language
which was made the medium of instruction stage by sfag®m elementary to collegiate level. Adult Education
Programmes were very comprehensive. The rural apprdatlese programmes gave basic grounding for rural fdile T
progarmmes also resulted in the development of a well lloveiry system throughout the province. In short, O.P.
Ramasamy Reddiar's Government was able to make theepkimphte quickly and efficiently through its adult |aey

programmes.
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